
 

  

 
Case Studies in Regional Natural Resource 

Management in Northern Australia 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
June 2006 

Milestone Report 5 

Healthy Savanna Planning Systems Project 

Tropical Savannas Management CRC 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 



 

  

Editors: Geoff McDonald, Suzanne Hoverman, Sonja Heyenga & Bruce Taylor  
 
Contributing Authors: Geoff McDonald, Bruce Taylor, Sonja Heyenga, Tim Smith, Lionel Pero, 
Suzanne Hoverman, Clive McAlpine, Cathy Robinson, Jennifer Bellamy, Fiachra Kearney, 
Dermot Smyth, Peter Whitehead, Dan Metcalfe and Nigel Weston 
 
 
CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems  
Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Qld  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Hardcopy ISBN:  
Online ISBN:  
 
 



 

  

Table of Contents 
Part 1: Introduction and overview ............................................................................................. 6 

1.1 Purpose of this report ............................................................................................... 6 

1.2 Regional natural resource management and northern Australia .............................. 6 

1.3 The Healthy Planning Systems evaluation............................................................... 8 

1.4 Overview of the case studies.................................................................................. 10 

1.5 A framework for synthesis..................................................................................... 10 

Part 2: The case studies......................................................................................................... 14 

2 Pastoral stakeholders and regional NRM planning......................................................... 15 

3 Community Engagement in Remote Regions................................................................. 26 

4 Biodiversity in action...................................................................................................... 32 

5 Success Factors for Getting Science on the Ground....................................................... 42 

6 Managing diffuse-source water pollution in northern Australia..................................... 55 

7 Country-based management  proposal for Kakadu National Park.................................. 71 

8 Evaluating Outcomes: Regional investment in weeds management .............................. 80 

9 Regional investment patterns and trends in NRM.......................................................... 92 

Part 3: Synthesis of case study findings.................................................................... 103 

9.1 Devolution............................................................................................................ 103 

9.2 NRM partnerships ................................................................................................ 104 

9.3 Aligning institutions............................................................................................. 105 

9.4 Engaging stakeholders ......................................................................................... 106 

9.5 Integrating knowledge.......................................................................................... 107 

9.6 Adaptiveness ........................................................................................................ 108 

9.7 Achieving outcomes............................................................................................. 108 

Appendix A - Development of case study synthesis framework........................................... 110 

 



 

  

Abbreviations and acronyms  
AKIS  Agricultural Knowledge and Information System 

AWQG  Australian Water Quality Guidelines 

BDT  Burdekin Dry Tropics 

BLCA  Barkly Landcare & Conservation Association 

BMP  Best Management Practice 

CCI  Coastal Catchments Initiative 

CERF  Commonwealth Environmental Research Facility 

CLMA  Centralian Land Management Association 

CIRM  Consortium for Integrated Resource Management 

CRC  Cooperative Research Centre  

DCQ  Desert Channels Queensland, Inc. 

DNRMW  Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Water, Queensland 

DPI&F  Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries, Queensland  

EMS  Environmental Management Systems  

EPA  Environmental Protection Agency, Queensland  

FBA  Fitzroy Basin Association 

FNQNRM Far North Queensland Natural Resource Management, Ltd  

FMS  Farm Management Systems  

GBR  Great Barrier Reef  

GIS  Geographical Information Systems 

GWRP  Gulf Water Resource Plan 

HWS  Healthy Waterways Strategy, South East Queensland 

ICM  Integrated Catchment Management 

IAWM  Integrated Area Wide Management 

IPA  Integrated Planning Act 1997 (Qld) 

JSC  Joint Steering Committee 

KDC  Kimberley Development Commission 

LCDC  Land and Conservation District Committee 

LCNT  Landcare Council of the Northern Territory 

M&E  Monitoring and Evaluation 

MATs  Management Action Targets 

MBWCP  Moreton Bay Waterways and Catchments Partnership 

MER  Monitoring Evaluation and Reporting 

MWNRM Mackay Whitsunday NRM Group  

NAP   National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality   

NHT  Natural Heritage Trust 

NHT2  Natural Heritage Trust Extension  

NLP  National Landcare Program 

NRM  Natural Resource Management  

NRMB  Natural Resources Management Board, Northern Territory 

NRMSEQ Natural Resource Management South East Queensland  

NT  Northern Territory  



 

  

OIC  Ord Irrigation Cooperative 

QLD  Queensland  

QMDC  Queensland Murray Darling Committee  

RCGs  Regional Coordination Groups (of Qld Government agencies) 

RCTs  Resource Condition Targets 

RGMFs  Regional Growth Management Frameworks  

RIS  Regional Investment Strategy 

RWQPP  Reef Water Quality Protection Plan 

SEQC  South East Queensland Catchments  

SEQWQMS South East Queensland Regional Water Quality Management Strategy 

SIP  State-level Investment Program 

STM  Short Term Modelling 

TOT  Transfer-of-technology 

TS-CRC  Tropical Savannas Management Cooperative Research Centre 

VRDCA  Victoria River District Conservation Association 

WA  Western Australia  

WONS  Weeds of National Significance 

WRP  Water Resource Planning  
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